
 

 

 

 

Dear Patron Member 

I am sorry I was not able to make the AGM but hear there is great enthusiasm from Patrons 

to get more involved and put even more effort behind the club.  My reason for writing to 

you is to let you know how I plan, in my newly extended club role as Patron representative, 

to work with you and how you can help me represent your interests in the Club. 

I have played all my rugby here at WRFC throughout the mini/ juniors starting at Under 6 up 

to captaining the senior first team. I am yet to officially retire, however my career on the 

pitch is certainly in its winter. 

My personal priorities are to increase the patron membership, see more women and some 

younger patron members and to give you better representation within the committee. 

1. Keeping you in the loop 

I know that many of our patrons have been with the Club for many years and don’t need 

reminding about how to find out what is going on or how to make contact.   However, for 

those less familiar the WRFC web site and monthly newsletter (which is restarting in 

December) will continue to be our main regular channels of communication. 

Additionally, I will from time to time, email Patrons to seek views on particular topics and 

also to remind you that if you have something on your mind to let me know.   

It is important that club has your up-to-date contact details and email addresses for all 

patrons.  As you know we are moving all our membership across to GMS.  If you are already 

on the new system and have paid your subscriptions – thank you.  If you haven’t and need 

help let me know.   Membership fees are £75 and are a vital income stream for the club 

especially when our commercial activity is severally restricted.   

If you know of any member that has not received this letter please ask them to make 

contact with me. 

2. Audit of Member Interests and skills 

We will be asking club members to tell us more about what they do professionally so we can 

make better use of their skills within our club - to help us solve problems and to make 

exciting things happen.  If you would like to contribute to this audit and let us know more 

about how you could help please copy this in to your web browser and complete the 

questionnaire: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Xss_ZWdtiPrWQZ_2Yaloz70nWjmnhV6V_ji5cgn-wi8/edit 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Xss_ZWdtiPrWQZ_2Yaloz70nWjmnhV6V_ji5cgn-wi8/edit


 

 

3. Covid 19 – The Clubhouse and Rugby 

Whilst I am on the subject of keeping you in the loop you may be aware that the 

Government and RFU are allowing some limited return to training and rugby.  Niall 

Crawford, Director of Rugby, Tim Cunliffe, M/J Chair and Paul Knott – lead for C19 will be in 

touch with Teams Managers and players about what it means for WRFC.  Updates will be 

posted on the Website. 

As Worcester is in Tier 2 we will have to take a cautious view on the re-opening of the Bar.  

There was very little demand for the international & Warriors games earlier this year and 

Tier 2 requires us to serve a substantial meal in order that we can serve drinks.  We do not 

think opening on these terms is practical or commercially viable.  Our aim will be to reopen 

when we fall into Tier 1 but it remains highly unlikely that sizable gatherings for Christmas or 

New Year celebrations will be allowed under the C19 restrictions so we anticipate being 

closed during this period.  Bars are keeping the position under review and let members 

know if there are any changes.   

4. Recruiting Patron Members 

We have seen a growth in Patron members to around 250 but must never take membership 

for granted.  Some will not have paid their subscription as they no longer see themselves as 

active members of the club.  I think we would all agree that we need to attract more 

(genuine) Patron members and I would like to ask every Patron member to do their very 

best to introduce a new Patron member in 2021.  I don’t need to tell you how to sell the 

benefits of membership but if you have any ideas about how we can attract more genuinely 

interested people let me know.  For the future we also need to look at how we welcome in 

new members.  As we all know membership clubs can sometimes feel a bit cliquey so your 

help welcoming new members would be appreciated. 

5. First Team Away Matches – Ambassadors 

Would you be interested in representing the club at away matches.  As you know clubs offer 

a pre match lunch for the visiting officials and, as with last season, we are keen to invite 

members to join us especially those who often turn out for away matches.  I will be in touch 

about our plans once competitive rugby re-starts. 

6. Sponsorship 

Many patron members already give considerable additional support to the club either 

through their time or through sponsorship in one form or another.  If you or someone you 

know might be interested in contributing financially to the club – as a sponsor or just 

through good old-fashioned generosity let me know. 

7. Golf Society 

We are resurrecting the WRFC Gold society.  AJ Mills is taking the lead.  All being well there 

will be a re-launch social evening in March 2021 with the appointment of the society 

Captain and vice-captain.  Watch out for details. 



 

 

8. Warriors Matches 

As the clubhouse will be closed and we need to keep the ground secure (to prevent 

unwelcome visitors) we are looking at how we allow members to park at Westons for the 

Warriors games.  Details will be circulated separately, and the measures will only be 

temporary. 

9.  Finally 

I know that many patrons have busy personal and professional lives and rightly feel unable 

to give more than they currently do.  As someone running a local business and having 2 

young children I know what it is like.  Time can be short but I will endeavour to keep up with 

member communications.  Thank you for your continued support in whatever form it takes.   

Please don’t hesitate to make contact I will try and reply as soon as I can. My email address 

is vice.chairman@worcesterrugbyclub.co.uk 

Best wishes 

 

 

 
 

 
 
11 December 2020
Vice Chairman/Patron Representative
Greg Fincher
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